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Abstract

The festival of the tenth lunar month or Sat Duan Sip is the priceless and symbolic
tradition in Nakhon Si Thammarat for a long time. Spirit and Karma are two important
concepts in forming this tradition. Besides, the tradition is based on the beliefs of Karma,
Heaven, Hell, and Spirit. Those who always do good deeds will have a good life after death in
heaven when they pass away. On the other hand, those who do bad deeds will be in hell,
the land of suffering, when they pass away. Those who are in hell become hungry ghosts and
are punished for the bad things they have done. Each year, in the tenth lunar month on 14th
or 15th waning moons, there will be a major cultural event held by ascendants or relatives to
make merit and show respect and gratitude to not only their deceased ancestors but also to
other suffering spirits. To prepare making merit, people will buy many things used in making
merit which are fruit and vegetable, meat dish and desserts, kitchen utensil, useful things for
everyday life. However, the most important thing to prepare is five traditional desserts which
are Khanom La, Khanom Pong, Khanom Deesum, Khanom Gong and Kanom Bah. All of
traditional desserts will be placed on beautifully decorated trays called Mrup. There are
various ways to decorate Mrup for examples, decorating in wicker basket, enameled basin or
bamboo basket, or other containers depending on what inspires you. There are four important
parts to perform the tenth month merit-making tradition as follows: 1) carrying Mrup to the
temple, 2) putting some food and desserts on the ground, bottoms of big trees, or walls of
the temple for hungry ghosts, 3) celebrating Mrup, and 4) laying a funeral robe. Nowadays the
tenth month merit-making tradition is still important and unique but there is something
changing in organizing this festival. The festival has been organized as a big and entertaining
festival. More fun activities are used as marketing communication tools to promote and
advertise the festival. With this change, some beautiful culture and appropriate ways in

making merit have been ignored or forgotten.

Keyword : The festival, The tenth lunar month
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